
Global Agriculture
We promote the principles of 
sustainable intensification designed to 
grow more food on less land, and to 
minimize the degradation of nearby 
lands and waters. By steering 
agricultural expansion away from the 
more important natural areas, we help 
create healthy landscapes that work 
for both people and nature.

Conservation Landscapes
We work to protect large, functioning 
landscapes that are inclusive of  
parks and wilderness, as well as 
sustainably managed working lands. 
We create innovative tools and 
solutions to protect the world’s great 
landscapes in collaboration with 
private landowners, public agencies 
and communal stakeholders.

Development by Design
We create and use the best available 
science to show governments and 
corporations how they can achieve 
both new development and healthy 
ecosystems. By helping companies 
meet “net positive impact” goals for 
biodiversity, we are setting new 
standards for new developments 
around the world.

Forests & Climate
We work on the ground and in the halls 
of government to create the science, 
practices, policies and financing 
approaches needed to reduce 
deforestation and the carbon emissions 
that contribute to climate change.  
Our focus is in tropical regions where 
forests are home to nearly 50 percent 
of the plants and animals on Earth.

Indigenous & Communal 
Conservation
Our human rights-based approach to 
conservation incorporates traditional 
knowledge and values, improved 
governance, local economic 
opportunities, and strengthened land 
tenure and access. It leads to lasting 
benefits for people and the planet.

CONSERVATION LANDS — GlOBal ChallEnGEs, GlOBal sOlutIOns

Mongolia
the Conservancy is helping the Mongolian government identify 
suitable locations for oil and mineral extraction and infrastructure 
development. the goal is to protect important ecosystems and manage 
for environmental and economic benefits. Eco-regional assessments 
were completed and government leaders are now identifying areas for 
development and protection. More than 3.4 million acres of new 
protected areas have already been created.

Brazil
to curb deforestation, the government of Brazil 
enacted a forest code requiring landowners to 
maintain up to 80% of their property in native 
cover. tnC helped create a GIs system known as 
CaR (Cadestro ambiental Rural) to map properties 
and track compliance with the Forest Code, and 
soy companies like Cargill have pledged to only 
buy from compliant farmers. this has helped 
reduce deforestation in the amazon by 85%.

Chile 
the nature Conservancy recently secured the Valdivian Coastal 
Reserve’s permanent protection through an agreement with 
BhP Billiton, a global energy company. BhB Billiton is investing 
$20.4 million for long-term conservation and will establish an 
endowment for ongoing management and employment of area 
residents. More than 2.5 million trees will be planted in the 
largest reforestation initiative in Chile. It will be the first 
program in Chile to generate carbon credits from preserving 
native forests and avoiding deforestation and degradation.

United States 
In Maine, large tracts are linked  
by conservation efforts to support 
vast plant and animal communities, 
protect water quality and provide 
recreational opportunities. along 
the st. John River, the Conservancy 

saved 40 miles of intact forest land and has continued to add 
acreage for landscape level conservation. Working in partnership 
with other organizations, the Conservancy has assembled land 
and easements that now connect 800,00 hectares of forests 
and rivers, from Moosehead lake to the st. John River.

Kenya
In a unique collaboration with the lewa Wildlife Conservancy 
and the northern Rangelands trust, the nature Conservancy 
has helped assemble an expansive amount of conserved and 
connected private, communal, and public lands to protect 
wildlife, improve rangelands and preserve habitats and water 
for the animals and people who depend on them. this 
coordinated approach promotes the conservation of scarce 
grasslands and water while encouraging national policies to 
support local governance and resource management.

Australia
Indigenous peoples in australia  
have added 25 million acres to  
the national Reserve system  
by establishing four Indigenous 
Protected areas (IPas) across 
northern australia. the IPas protect 

rich landscapes and deliver social, cultural and economic 
benefits to the traditional owners. Indigenous rangers combine 
their traditional knowledge and culture with Western science to 
sustainably manage the lands. the Conservancy helped local 
communities identify their priorities to guide conservation plans.
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